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MYRON MICHAILIDIS

Widely regarded as one of the most important Greek conductors, Maestro Myron Michailidis after his
position as General Music Director of the Philharmonic Orchestra and Theatre Erfurt, Germany, is the very
first Artistic Director of the new Heraklion Cultural and Conference Center in Greece (www.cccc.gr).

Appointed “Chevalier de l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres” by the French Republic in 2016, Michailidis served as
Artistic Director and Chief Conductor of the Greek National Opera from 2011 to 2017. His contributions to
the institution’s achievements and successes were honored with the Society of Friends of the Greek National
Opera’s prestigious “Apollo Award” in his final year. Maestro Michailidis’ conducting style is characterized as
impassioned and vivid, yet authoritative, allowing him to deliver outstanding dynamic control as well as wide-
ranging musical expression. The Greek Critics Award bestowed upon him “Honourable Award for Music and
Theatre”. Prior to his tenure as Artistic Director and Chief Conductor of The Greek National Opera, Michailidis
was Artistic Director and Chief Conductor of the Thessaloniki State Symphony Orchestra, a post he held from
2004 to 2011. From 1999 to 2004 he further served as Permanent Conductor at the Eastern Saxony Opera in
Germany.

With a repertoire spanning over 350 symphonic works and 46 opera titles in various productions, ranging
from the Baroque to the Contemporary, Maestro Michailidis is particularly known for his interpretations of
Beethoven, Tchaikovsky and Rachmaninoff, as well as the operatic works by Verdi, Puccini, Gounod and
Wagner. Throughout the years, Michailidis has collaborated with internationally distinguished musicians
such as Paul Badura-Skoda, Salvatore Accardo, Cyprien Katsaris, Aldo Ciccolini, Ivo Pogorelich, Lars Vogt,
Shlomo Mintz, Misha Maisky, Vadim Repin, Martino Tirimo, June Anderson, Cheryl Studer, Paata Burchuladze,
Fazil Say and Barry Douglas, among many others.
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He has conducted some of the most renowned orchestras throughout Germany, China, Brazil, Israel, Italy,
Czech Republic, Russia, Mexico, Slovakia, Poland, Romania, Portugal, Taiwan, including the Berlin Symphony
Orchestra, Vienna Chamber Orchestra, Rome Symphonic Orchestra, Shanghai Opera House Orchestra, Sao
Paolo Opera Orchestra, Slovak Philharmonic Orchestra, Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra, Bucharest National
Opera, Staatsorchester Braunschweig, Philharmonisches Orchester Erfurt, Livorno Opera Symphony
Orchestra, North Macedonia Opera Orchestra, Astrakhan Symphony Orchestra, Orchestra della Fondazione
Teatro Lirico Giuseppe Verdi di Trieste, George Enescu Philharmonic Orchestra, Prague Radio Symphony
Orchestra, Sofia Philharmonic Orchestra, Mexico State Orchestra, Odessa Philharmonic Orchestra, as well as
all of the major orchestras in Greece. While with the Thessaloniki State Symphony Orchestra, Michailidis led
concerts at various festivals in Greece as well as abroad. In December 2007, during the celebration events of
the Cultural Year of Greece in China, he took the Orchestra on tour to Beijing China, host of the 2008
Olympic Games.

Maestro Michailidis has conducted numerous opera productions at opera houses, festivals and on
international tours. Over the years, he has performed with some of the finest singers, stage directors and set
designers. He has further led numerous spectacular productions at the legendary Odeon of Herodes Atticus
in Athens as Tosca and Madama Butterfly (dir. Hugo de Ana), Aida, Othello (dir. Yannis Kokkos) etc. In 2015,
he conducted at the Megaron of Athens the first presentation in Greece (with greek orchestra and choir) of
Wagners’ Tristan and Isolde.

 In 2015 his production of Gounod’s Faust with Eric Cutler, Alexia Voulgaridou, Paata Burchuladze and Dimitri
Platanias, directed by Renato Zanella, marked the Greek National Opera’s first DVD release. In 2017 he led a
production of La Fille du Régiment at Shanghai Grand Theatre. As Theater Erfurt’s new General Music
Director, he has conducted new productions of Carmen (2018), Aida (2019), Rimsky-Korsakov’s Tale of Tsar
Saltan (2019), Lohengrin (2020) and Mozart’s Der Schauspieldirektor (2020), as well as performances of
Lehar’s Merry Widow (2019).

A prolific recording artist, Michailidis’ 2012 EMI Classics recording of Beethoven’s 3rd and 4th piano
concertos with the legendary French-Italian pianist Aldo Ciccolini received exceptional international acclaim.
His recording of works by the Italian composer Ildebrando Pizzetti for Naxos, including several world
premieres, earned Michailidis stellar reviews with five Diapasons by the French magazine in 2009, and
several awards. Two years prior, his first Naxos CD featuring Theodore Kerkezos and works by 20th century
Greek composers such as Mikis Theodorakis, Nikos Skalkottas, Theodore Antoniou, Manos Hadjidakis, Minas
Alexiadis and Vassilis Tenidis won the Pizzicato Classics “Supersonic Award” and two Grammy Award
nominations.

Following his piano studies with Dimitris Toufexis in Athens, Michailidis studied conducting with Hans-Martin
Rabenstein at the Universität der Künste Berlin, and participated in Master Classes by Miltiadis Karydis and
Simon Rattle. He also holds a law degree from the University of Athens.


